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Your VIP Pass to Homeownership
Welcome to the VIP journey of home buying, where
each step is a chord in the symphony of your dreams.
In this guide, we'll navigate the 7 Steps to Home
Buying, offering you a rockstar-worthy experience.

Before we start, here are some questions you should
think about:

Financial Harmony - Assessing Affordability
Before taking the stage, tune into your financial
melody. "How much can I afford?" sets the tone for
finding a home that hits all the right notes.

Solo or Ensemble - Agent or Solo Act?
Decide whether you're a solo act or prefer a
supporting cast. "Agent or alone?" Your choice can
make or break the performance; we'll explore the
perks of having a real estate agent.

The Perfect Venue - Locating Your Dream Area
Choose the perfect neighbourhood like a rockstar
picks a venue. "Best area to buy in?" I’ll guide you
to the VIP section of life.

The Vision Check - Clarifying Property
Preferences
Before diving into listings, question, "What features
are non-negotiable for my dream home?"
Clarifying your vision ensures you focus on
properties that resonate with your unique style.

BUYERS 7 Steps to
Home Sweet
Home

Let’s Start With Thinking
About Buying a Home...
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STEP 1: 
Tuning Your Desires -
Deciding What You Want

In the opening chords of your home-buying
symphony, it's essential to harmonize your desires and
define your vision clearly. Here are three focus
questions to guide you in determining what you're
looking for:

1) Where do I want to live?
Set the stage for your search by deciding on
communities or neighbourhoods. Consider proximity
to schools, shopping centers, recreation facilities,
places of worship, hospitals, and public
transportation. Where you live influences your lifestyle,
so choose wisely.

2) What type of home do I want? 
Explore the vast array of home styles –
detached, semi-detached, bungalow, split-
level, two-storey, duplex, townhouse – the
options are endless! Define your preference for
lot size and the age of the home. This sets the
rhythm for your search.

3) What are my must-haves and deal-
breakers?
Compose a list of non-negotiable features. Do
you dream of a basement, garage, pool, or
fireplace? Consider the number of bathrooms
and bedrooms. Factor in any special needs for
family members. Identify deal-breakers –
elements you absolutely don't want in a home.

As you tune into your preferences, the home-
buying journey becomes a curated experience
tailored to your unique lifestyle. These
questions ensure you're not just looking for a
house; you're composing the symphony of your
dream home. Let the search begin!

LET’S ROCK YOUR
REAL ESTATE JOURNEY!
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STEP 2: 
Securing Your Financial Rhythm -
Get Pre-Approved for a Mortgage

In the melody of home buying, getting pre-approved
for a mortgage is a pivotal crescendo. It not only
clarifies your budget but can also harmonize significant
savings over the years. Here's your guide to a seamless
mortgage pre-approval in four simple steps:

1) Talk to a Mortgage Specialist: 
Seek guidance from a mortgage specialist, be it your
bank's expert or an independent mortgage broker.
Their expertise allows you to compare rates and terms
from a plethora of options. In the symphony of
mortgage choices, consider fixed-rate mortgages, a
popular choice among home buyers. 

2) Complete an Application to Know Your Qualification: 
Dive into the application process to determine your
mortgage eligibility. Factors like Gross Debt Service
(GDS) and Total Debt Service (TDS) ratios play a
significant role. These ratios assess how much you
can comfortably afford, considering your down
payment, income, and other financial obligations.

3) Gather Financial Documentation for
Finalizing Pre-Approval:
 Fine-tune your financial information to solidify
the pre-approval. Your bank or mortgage
professional will need documentation such as
income verification and down payment details
to orchestrate the final stages of the pre-
approval process.

4) Secure Your Pre-Approval Copy: 
This document becomes a powerful
negotiating riff. Sellers appreciate a pre-
approved buyer as it eliminates financing
uncertainties. Even though offers may have
financing conditions, presenting yourself as
pre-approved adds a harmonious touch,
making you a more attractive buyer in the eyes
of sellers.

As you move through this step, remember,
getting pre-approved isn't just a financial
checklist; it's tuning your home-buying
symphony to the perfect financial pitch. Let the
negotiations begin with your pre-approved
confidence!

LET’S ROCK YOUR FINANCES
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In the grand performance of home buying, deciding
whether to enlist a real estate agent or venture solo
is a crucial note. Here are compelling reasons why
most homebuyers choose the professional tune of a
real estate agent.

4) Time and Money Savings:
In the fast-paced rhythm of real estate, a great
agent saves you valuable time and money. They
navigate the market, handle negotiations, and
streamline the process, allowing you to focus on
the enjoyable aspects of finding and securing
your dream home.

5)  Stress Reduction for an Enjoyable Experience:
Your home is a cornerstone of your life's
soundtrack, and a real estate professional eases
the stress of this significant purchase. By handling
the intricacies, they ensure you truly enjoy the
experience of buying your dream home without
missing a beat.

6) Representation and Protection:
In the intricate dance of real estate transactions,
having someone exclusively devoted to your
interests is paramount. A real estate professional
acts as your advocate, offering confidential
advice, full disclosure care, and access to a
myriad of listings, including exclusive
opportunities. They provide expert advice on
crucial elements like home inspections and
financing, ensuring you're fully protected
throughout the process.

7) Expert Negotiation for Your Asset: 
Negotiating the best price and terms demands
expertise and finesse. A skilled real estate
professional excels in communication and
negotiation, guiding you on what to offer, include,
or concede. Their mastery helps you determine
when to walk away if reasonable terms cannot be
achieved, safeguarding your most valuable asset.

8) Meticulous Management of Details: 
The real estate journey involves countless details
and mountains of paperwork. Your agent takes
charge, ensuring every 'i' is dotted and every 't' is
crossed. From engagement to the final stages
and beyond, they guarantee a smooth sailing
experience, effortlessly guiding you through
potential obstacles.

In the symphony of home buying, a real estate
professional is your conductor, orchestrating a
harmonious process that prioritizes your needs,
protects your interests, and ensures your journey
is one of confidence and success.

STEP 3: 
Navigating the
Home-Buying Stage -
Agent or No Agent
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Top 8 Reasons Why Most Homebuyers Choose to
Work with a Real Estate Professional:

1) It's Free:
In the symphony of real estate, the seller typically
covers the commission, making the expertise of a
real estate agent essentially free for the buyer.

2) Avoid Overpaying for a Home:
Like a skilled conductor, a great real estate
professional ensures you don't miss a beat. They
provide insights into the fair market value of homes,
preventing you from overpaying. Their knowledge
extends to competitive properties and recent sales,
guiding you to make informed decisions on offering
the right tune for your dream home.

3) Market Insights and Sound Advice:
A real estate agent isn't just an advisor; they're your
ba ckstage pass to market insights and sound
advice. Their expertise guides you through the
complexities of real estate, helping you compose
the perfect strategy for a successful home
purchase.



MEET JOE STEEVES - YOUR REAL ESTATE ROCK STAR

Embarking on a dynamic journey, I pioneered high-tech
solutions in sports and entertainment, earning a senior
executive role with the Toronto Blue Jays and the MLB
Technical Innovation Award. My career spans diverse
sales roles, from Insurance to AI Enterprise Software,
culminating in the transformative experience of selling
AI solutions to major Real Estate companies. Witnessing
the struggles of Brokers, I envisioned a higher standard
in client management, leading me into the dynamic
realm of Real Estate. With over 35 years as a guitarist in
working bands, I balance a rock and roll lifestyle,
infusing vibrancy into my bustling real estate career.
Join me on a journey where innovation, dedication,
and a touch of musical magic converge.

Contact Me!
Phone: 416-629-4477
Email: joesteeves@gmail.com

Joe's abiding love for music, demonstrated over 35
years as a guitarist in active bands, infuses a distinctive
rhythm into his vibrant real estate journey. With a
trailblazing spirit honed in the sports and entertainment
industry, Joe brings a unique approach to real estate.
Having earned accolades for technical innovation, Joe
seamlessly integrates his diverse career experience
into revolutionizing the real estate landscape. Drawing
inspiration from his electric journey, Joe's commitment
to sophistication and innovation shines through as he
elevates the real estate experience.
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-Joe Steeves



LET’S ROCK YOUR
HOUSE HUNTING

STEP 4: 

Now, the exciting part kicks in – the search for your
dream home! With over 90% of buyers initiating their
journey online, the internet becomes your virtual
playground. The go-to platform for comprehensive
property searches in Canada is Realtor.ca, a
nationwide database (MLS®) showcasing all active
properties for sale. This user-friendly website allows
you to tailor your search based on specific criteria,
from location and price range to key features, even
displaying properties on an interactive map.

While the internet provides a glimpse of what's
available, it doesn't paint the entire picture of the
market. Enter your great agent, working tirelessly on
your behalf. Conducting an in-depth needs analysis,
they unearth all suitable properties, arrange viewings,
and expertly guide you through the selection process.

What You Can't See Online:

1) Hidden Gems in Hot Markets:
Desirable homes in prime areas at fantastic
prices often get snapped up before
appearing online. An agent keeps you
ahead of the curve.

2) Expired Listings and Private Sales:
A savvy real estate professional stays
informed about all potential homes,
whether officially listed or not.

3) Insight and Insider's Edge:
Beyond online data, an agent brings
valuable expertise and insider knowledge,
ensuring you have a complete and
accurate understanding of each property
under consideration.

As you navigate this step, remember that the
internet is just the opening act. Your real estate
professional is the headliner, providing access to
a wealth of information, insights, and off-market
opportunities. Get ready for an exhilarating
search!
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The Fun Begins -
Start Searching!
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STEP 5: 

Step 1: Decide on Price, Terms, and Conditions
Your agent, armed with a Comprehensive Market
Analysis, determines the home's market value. This
analysis, considering active and expired listings,
recent sales, and historical data, guides you in
negotiating a fair price. Decide on a closing date and
any offer conditions, such as inspections or
appraisals, with your agent's expert guidance.

Step 2: Prepare the Offer
Your agent creates a legal document, the Agreement
of Purchase and Sale, aligning with your instructions
and needs. Many tech-savvy agents opt for paperless
transactions, utilizing e-signatures for convenience
and secure document storage.

Step 3: Review the Offer
Your agent explains the offer's details, terms, and
suggests specialty clauses, ensuring you fully
understand the agreement.

Step 4: Present the Offer
Your agent takes the stage, presenting and
negotiating the offer on your behalf.

Now, let's crank up the volume and dive
into the art of making a smart offer and
navigating the negotiation process like a
true rockstar.

Crafting Your Winning Note -
Make a Smart Offer & Negotiate

CONGRATULATIONS ON
FINDING THE HOUSE THAT
TRULY ROCKS YOUR WORLD!



WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? THREE SCENARIOS:
In the rhythm of negotiations, trust your agent to
harmonize terms that lead to a successful agreement.
Whether it's a joyful acceptance or a strategic
counteroffer, your agent's expertise ensures you
navigate this step with confidence.

1) Acceptance: The seller accepts your offer.
Congratulations!

2) Rejection: While uncommon, the seller may reject
your offer. Your agent investigates the reasons.

3) Counteroffer: The seller proposes changes to the
terms, initiating a negotiation process. Your agent
tirelessly negotiates on your behalf. If an agreement
seems unattainable, your agent advises on the right
time to walk away.
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STEP 6: 

Now that you've set the stage with a firm or
conditional offer, it's time to satisfy those conditions
and inspect the potential masterpiece you're about
to call home. In the world of real estate, this step is
where the VIP experience truly shines.

Rockstar VIP Checklist:

1) Choose a Qualified Professional:
Your home inspector is your backstage pass to the
home's inner workings. Select a qualified professional,
a true VIP in the inspection world, ensuring a
thorough examination by an experienced expert.

2) Rockstar Quality Check:
Ensure your home inspector scrutinizes every detail,
checking for visible issues in plumbing, electrical
systems, roof, insulation, walls, ceilings, floors,
windows, and the foundation. This is your chance to
have a rockstar-quality check on the home's
essential systems.

3) Personal VIP Tour:
Your VIP treatment extends to a personal tour of
your new home. Spend about three hours with the
inspector, witnessing any potential problems with
your own eyes. It's like a backstage tour where you
get an intimate look at the performance, complete
with maintenance tips and fix-up suggestions.

4) Detailed Report - The Encore:
As the curtain falls on the inspection, demand an
encore in the form of a detailed report. This report
summarizes the condition of your home, providing
you with the ultimate documentation of your VIP
inspection experience.

In the symphony of home buying, this step is
where you ensure the property hits all the right
notes. Your conditions are your backstage pass to
a thorough inspection, giving you the confidence
to proceed with the purchase like a true rockstar
homeowner.

LET’S ROCK YOUR HOME INSPECTION
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Unveiling the Backstage -
Condition Removal & Inspection



As the countdown begins to the ultimate
closing day performance, you've got 30
to 90 days to fine-tune the details and
ensure your grand finale goes off without
a hitch. This is your moment to shine, and
with the right preparations, it'll be a
closing day worthy of a rockstar
celebration.
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Rockstar Countdown Checklist:

1) Legal Stuff and Paperwork - The Contract Score:
Your agent, your trusted roadie in this journey, takes
care of the agreement, waivers, and other purchase
documents. However, you and your agent need to
provide your lawyer with the necessary
documentation, ensuring the legal setlist is on
point. Get ready to rock the closing day paperwork!

2) Down Payment and Closing Costs - Tune Up the
Funds:
Like a rockstar preparing for an encore, ensure your
down payment and closing costs are ready to hit
the stage. Make the necessary arrangements to
have the funds available, ready to take the spotlight
a week before the closing date.

3) Moving Arrangements & Change of Address -
The Tour Logistics:
Whether you're rolling with professional movers,
renting a rockstar tour bus, or rallying a crew of
friends, plan and organize your move early. Ensure
your change of address is a smooth transition,
signaling the start of your new rockstar residency.

The Grand Finale -
Preparing for Closing Day, the Rockstar Way

STEP 7: 



1) Property Insurance - Rockstar Coverage:
Before the final chord is struck, arrange for home
insurance and request proof in advance. Your
insurance should match the listing information,
ensuring your new home is covered like a rockstar in
the limelight.

2) Utilities - The Sound and Light Setup:
Contact local utilities to coordinate the change of
billing on closing day. Just like fine-tuning the sound
and light setup for a concert, ensure a seamless
transition for phone, internet, cable, gas, electricity,
water, and any rental agreements. Don't forget to
cancel services at your old address, leaving no loose
ends.

3) Schools - Informing the Fans:
Just as a rockstar informs their fanbase, let your
children's old and new schools know about the move.
Arrange necessary record transfers, ensuring a
smooth transition into the new school scene.

4) Schools - Informing the Fans:
Just as a rockstar informs their fanbase, let your
children's old and new schools know about the
move. Arrange necessary record transfers, ensuring
a smooth transition into the new school scene.

As the curtain rises on closing day, you'll be ready to
take center stage in your new home, with all the
details harmonized like a rockstar's greatest
performance. Let the encore begin!

11

LET’S ROCK YOUR HOUSE CLOSING

STEP 7 
CONTINUED 


